Chairman’s message
Since our last Newsletter in October
2020 we have spent most of the time in
lockdown. It has been difficult for most
of us, with little opportunity to meet
together with families and friends.
I
hope that you have all managed to cope
with the situation.
Hopefully there is now some light at the
end of the tunnel and the ‘roadmap’ will
enable a gradual return to normal life,
although this will take some time. The
vaccination programme seems to be
proceeding smoothly at present and we
should all have received at least one ‘jab’
if not both.
As far as u3a is concerned this gives us
the opportunity to gradually reopen
most of our activities with a possible
resumption of indoor meetings within the
next couple of months. Currently we
have groups such as Walking and Cycling
meeting in groups of six and despite the
chilly weather some similar sized ‘indoor’
groups have been holding garden
meetings.
Zoom meetings have continued for a
number of groups and our Monthly

Meetings in this format commenced in
October last year with up to 100 people
joining in. On the assumption that the
dates given by the government do not
change we anticipate that groups will be
able to meet normally from June 21st
onwards. Until then, for indoor meetings,
the rule of 6 will apply.
Unless there are changes to government
regulations
and
Third
Age
Trust
recommendations, our current plan is to
recommence ‘in person’ Monthly Meetings
in July. It is anticipated that the meeting
will start with the AGM and be followed by
a speaker together with an opportunity to
meet with friends who you may not have
seen for a considerable time.
You will have received notification in
February that all this year’s membership
subscriptions have been extended until the
end of July 2021. Your Committee has since
decided to waive this fee entirely for the
2021 - 2022 year. A note will be sent out in
February 2022 seeking a subscription
payment for the year 2022 - 2023.
(Continued on page 2)

You will also be aware that in the exceptional circumstances that have arisen because
of Covid, and in accordance with our constitution, I agreed to the Committee’s
request to continue beyond my original mandate as Chairman. This is a temporary
arrangement and my term of office will finish at the forthcoming AGM. I and other
committee members ask that you that you seriously consider taking on this role,
which is normally limited to just two years. It has been a privilege to have served as
chair of our u3a and I have thoroughly enjoyed the experience. If you take on the role
you will be supported by a lively and experienced committee. I am willing to discuss
the role with any member who is interested so please give me a call or send me an e
mail. My contact details and those of other committee members are easily found on
our website. https://www.horsleyu3a.org.uk/index.php/about-us/present-committee
My very best wishes to you all,
David Lush, April 2021

Editorial Note
With many groups reporting that they were unable to meet, I encouraged news of any
creative activities such as painting, drawing, and writing. Happily, it has been possible to
include a story written by a member of the Creative Writing group, a poem from another
member of the group and some watercolours painted by members of one of our art
groups.
You will also notice the inclusion of many of the plans being made by group
leaders to resume their activities as soon as possible. I thank them all for their
contributions.

Scrabble Groups—Susan Lea & Angela Watney
Earlier this year, Janet Rushby retired as
Group Leader of Scrabble Group 1 which
she set up when the Horsley U3A was
formed in 2008. Thanks are due to
Janet for all her help and organisation
over many years. Susan Lea has kindly
agreed to take over as Group Leader.
Group members now look forward to
the time when they can meet to play
Scrabble again.

Scrabble group 2 members have also
been unable to meet but some thought
is being put into the idea of meeting in
smaller groups.
This may not be
necessary in the long term but
maybe having three members at a table
instead of our regular eight or ten would
work. Members have been reluctant to
visit other homes partly because they
are in the older age range. We will have
to wait and see when we can continue
playing.

Pencil Art—Jill Richardson-Jones
When lockdown was first imposed on us all, my initial thought was to encourage both art
groups - the Practical and Pencil group members to do some paintings or drawings of any
subject and send me their work so that I could offer some comments on their work. I
suggested that they set aside an hour every week to producing artwork of their choice calling it making a "Date to Paint" .
The overall response has not been quite what I had hoped for, but maybe with the warmer
weather and beginning of signs of Spring, people will feel more enthusiastic. With snowdrops
and Tête-a-Tête's in abundance - buds everywhere, I hope they’ll be inspired.

Penny Whitlock

Evelyn Atkinson

Pickleball—Pam Campbell
After what seems an eternity there is at
last some hope that we will be able to
start playing again from late May
onwards.
There may well be some
restrictions on how we play.
For
instance, we will need to maintain 2m
social distancing, use only our own
personal paddles, the ball must be
sanitised and there must be no physical
contact. The starting date might have to
be delayed until June 21st but we should
certainly be in full swing again in the
Autumn.

Snooker—Robin Satow
Sadly, this small group has been unable to exercise and show off its combined talent in the
Goodhart-Rendell Hall for (by the time you read this) over a year. Under the pandemic rules
then in place, a little activity took place last Autumn, but otherwise we have had to diligently
study the efforts of professionals on TV in order to be able to remember which end of the
cue to hold when life does return to normal.
The hall itself is still the subject of endeavours by a developer to include it in a small (was 5,
now proposed to be 4) housing site alongside; the “community benefit” is to be a
replacement hall.

Deprived of the hot competition and cheery banter which will I am sure

continue to be the hallmarks of our Thursday evenings, can only add that Now, snooker’s a game of high renown
At the very top players you cannot frown
But, when it comes to Covid
Horsley’s team are not good
At coping with such a long lock-down . . .

Books—Sally Gillbert
Like everyone else we are looking forward to being able to meet
again in our houses or gardens but we have kept in touch every
month and had some lively discussions about our book choices
on Zoom. We have recently read and talked about another 5
books: “The Offing” by Bernard Myers, “Gaudy Night” by Dorothy
Sayers, “The Salt Path” by Raynor Winn, “The Giver of Stars by
JoJo Moyes and “The Yorkshire Shepherdess” by Amanda Owen.

Canasta 1 — Pip Davis & Linda Brockey
After many years at the helm of the Canasta 1 group, Janet Rushby passed the
responsibility for running our group to Linda Brockey and myself, Pip Davis. Our thanks
go to Janet for looking after the welfare of the group for so long and we hope that as the
pandemic eases we can get back to meetings in members homes as quickly as possible.

Ukelele—Tony Renfrey
One year of Zoom sessions and still playing ukuleles!
Despite the pandemic, Effingham Ukes (the name we have adopted for our u3a Ukulele
group) has continued to meet weekly on Zoom and we regularly have 15 ukulele players
on each session. We were lucky in the Summer though to take advantage of the warmer
weather and the easing of the Covid-19 restrictions to meet outdoors a few times on
the KGV playing fields or in private gardens - all socially-distanced of course!
Zoom though isn’t the best medium for playing live music as a group as
Internet/broadband delays meant that everyone was slightly out of time with each
other, resulting in confusion all around. After a bit of experimentation, we found that the
best way to run our sessions was with the group leader leading the singing/playing
backing tracks with all other participants muted. However, the quality of the sound
being broadcast from inbuilt PC microphones and speakers proved to be poor. To
improve this, the group leader invested in a quality condenser microphone and better
speakers.
Our regular Zoom sessions have at least given us the opportunity to widen our
repertoire and we have now played over 150 different songs during pandemic. These
have covered tunes from all the decades since the 1920s. We even managed to have
our own Christmas concert with a programme of carols and Christmas pop songs, and
have just had a session were we played only Beatles tunes. We have also had a bit of
fun by playing several popular songs reworked with Covid (and in one case anti-Trump)
lyrics, including a couple written by members of the group.
Looking for other opportunities to play the ukulele, some of our members have joined
the Ukejam Commune (https://www.facebook.com/groups/389976634371671) which, in
normal times, meets up twice-monthly in the Britannia pub in Guildford with over 100
ukulele players attending.

With Covid putting the mockers on these meetings, the

Commune leader has run live weekly sessions on YouTube each Sunday evening. These
regularly have well over 80 people on the broadcast, with some individuals joining in
from as far afield as the West coast of America.
Playing the ukulele really is fun and is also a great way to meet people, play and sing
songs, and have a great time. Also, once social distancing rules are relaxed I have plans
to run another ukulele beginners’ course. Any budding ukulele player who would like
more information on the beginners course should contact the group leader (details
below). You do not need to be able to read music and, although ukuleles are cheap to
buy, we can loan new players instruments to get you started. For more information see
our Horsley u3a webpage.

https://www.horsleyu3a.org.uk/index.php/activity-group-

latest-news/10-activity-groups/70-ukelele

Knitting for Charity—Margaret Grinter
Before Christmas, our intrepid band of knitters
continued to knit, producing a wonderful array of
baby items requested by Kingston Hospital. Among
many items, we had premature baby blankets, tiny
matinee jackets, mittens and bootees and, for the
elderly, colourful lap blankets, all delivered to the
hospital just before lockdown took hold.
The
picture shows the huge variety of baby blankets.
We were very fortunate to also include items
produced by East Horsley WI and the Bookham Knitting Group.
Many of our members also like to knit other items like blanket squares, pet blankets, toys
and warm clothing items for Knit for Peace.
This year we have added a new project – knitting or crocheting
monsters for a charity called knitfornowt.org. The toys have large
mouths leading to a pocket going down into their tummies. They
are used by therapists to help children suffering from abuse,
neglect, bereavement or other serious problems. The small
children feed their worries and concerns into the mouth and the
monster gobbles it up. We haven’t been able to meet up since
the autumn but will keep on knitting until we can get back
together and enjoy our usual knit and natter group with tea and
cake.
New members are always welcome and we are always grateful
for donations of yarn.

Theatre visits—Liz Onslow
Sadly, due to the pandemic the theatre group has not been able to function.
For those of you who were going to Chichester last year and have already paid for your
tickets I am still waiting to hear if it will take place. My worry is that taking 50 of you on
a coach is probably not very safe and therefore I will be returning your money.
It has been a very hard time for all of us during this pandemic and I feel that my time as
leader has come to an end and so hopefully someone else will be happy to take over
from me.
Please contact me or Wendy Sampson if you would be willing to help run this
stimulating group. For contact details consult the Theatre Outings webpage.
Thank you to all those who have given me support during my time as leader. I have
thoroughly enjoyed arranging the programme.

Music Appreciation—Peter Collett
We are nationally now hopeful that the Covid 19 lockdown will end in mid-June. On this
premise members of our Group will be able to convene and resume the pleasures of jointly
enjoying music in members’ homes from that date.
Once again it is hoped that members will be prepared to volunteer to stage recorded
programmes of music based on a particular composer or a musical theme performed on
equipment in their homes. No outside facilities such as rooms in the village hall will
therefore be needed. From time to time, it is also hoped that as in the past some live
music can be performed in a member’s home. The link with the Menuhin School to borrow
gifted performers is planned to continue.
With regard to leadership, I am very pleased to report that Tom Stevenson has agreed to
be my successor as convenor of our group. In due course I shall be notifying all members
of our group of this news. As regards membership it is assumed that most of our pre-virus
members will want to continue and enjoy our mutual love of music. There could be space
for a new member or two.

Rummikub (evening)—Liz Onslow
Well I don’t know what to say! It is over a year since we last met due to lockdown
restrictions. Fred and I have kept up with playing most evenings for three games. I believe
it can be played online and perhaps some of you have been doing that. I have no idea
when we will be able to play again but I suspect it may not be until the Autumn.

Wine Appreciation—Tony Thompson
Regrettably, the Wine Appreciation Group has been totally inactive this year . We have the
Lovelace Room reserved for monthly meetings and will start organising meetings when
members of the group would feel safe cramming together in such a room.
The group will not be holding any wine tastings until September at the earliest but we are
planning a picnic in our garden at Britains Farm for our members to get together and share
a glass of wine on Wednesday 23 June. The response has been enthusiastic , so we keep
our fingers crossed for fine weather !

Photography—report submitted by Ian Eversden
In December 2020, David Wilson declared his intention to stand
down as leader of the Horsley u3a Photography group. He wanted to
spend more time pursuing his other interests. David looked back at
his emails and found that it was in October 2015 that he had agreed
to help me revive the group.
When first taking on the role, David and I visited a number of
photography groups in other local u3as to see how they were run and
to get some ideas about the way the Horsley group might develop.
Many ideas have been tried since then and now the pattern of
meetings is well established and the group has a steady membership.
Members were wary about stepping forward to take on the overall running of the group, but
David approached some members by phone, and we now have a number of people who
have agreed to share in the running of the group. Fred Hutchinson has agreed to chair the
meetings but did not want to do the "technical stuff". John Peachey agreed to take on the
programming role, and has pretty much organised the program for the rest of the year
already. David Foot agreed to carry on as treasurer, and a number of other members have
agreed to help in one way or another including Clive Long, Tony Millership, Bill Purves and
Allan Thomson. We can always depend on some professional advice from Eddie Hyde who
continues to be very supportive of the group.
Already Fred has followed David’s example by giving us a summary of the last meeting and
plans for future talks and events. His recent note went as follows:
The Zoom format for the meeting is proving to be very popular as we had a large group in
attendance once again. The initial technical hiccups are now well behind us and the
meetings run very smoothly. Allan Thompson gave us a presentation on Venice. Allan clearly
loved his subject. The photographs and videos were taken on his iphone and two pocket
size digital cameras. All the shots were really clear, especially those depicting the vibrant
colours of the indoor galleries and museums. Well done Allan for a thoughtful and insightful
presentation.
Theme of the month was “Different Angle”. We received a number of submissions. They
showed how creative and imaginative the group can be. One photo from each person’s
submission is posted in the U3a photo gallery. My personal preferences were George’s
photo of a “Staircase on a medium sized cruise ship” and John Peachey’s “Worm’s eye
view of a beehive”.
https://www.horsleyu3a.org.uk/index.php/resources-section/photogallery/categories/photography

Explore London (Thursday)—David Harrison
Finally things are looking a bit brighter and I am hoping that we may be able to resume
our walks by July or August. Travelling up to London on the train should not be too bad
as the carriages are normally fairly clear at the time that we travel, although it is likely
that we will still need to wear masks. The tube may be a different matter as this is likely
to be more congested.
It should be possible to arrange the first few walks so that
we can start from the main line station, Waterloo or, with a
change at Clapham Junction, Victoria or London Bridge.
With members help I am preparing a list of walks we might
be able to enjoy between July and December.

Travel—Jenny Peachey

Travel—Jenny Peachey
Our lasting memory of the short time we had last Summer when our committee met
in our garden bears repetition. The weather was so violent that the family gazebo had
to be held down by willing volunteers while we all regrouped in the conservatory.
Sadly, it doesn’t look as though we will be able to restart our meetings in May. We are
therefore hoping that Dr Marrazzi will be free to give us one of his fascinating talks in
September. If the Riviera Cruise goes ahead, we will have something to report on in
November and then we can celebrate our return with a glass of wine etc at that point
too.

Table Tennis—Viv Markley
It has been a while since we last saw each other but spring and hope are in the air!
When the Government and the hall trustees allow us to partake again in indoor sports
then we shall be straight back in contact with some dates for starting up Table Tennis.
I sometimes felt it was only me and my husband Phil that were shut
indoors and that maybe the rest of the world was out there having
fun! Like prison without a release date.
Now light is at the end of the tunnel and the garden is beckoning.
Jot me an email with some news. We shall meet again soon!

Table Tennis (Mondays)—Bill King
As spring has arrived and we are
looking forward with optimism and
anticipation for a brighter future I am
sure we will soon be back to normal
regular table tennis games on a
Monday.
Play had to be curtailed a year ago.
There is still some credit on those
days that were not utilised last year
so we are hoping to add them to the
beginning of the Autumn 2021 season.

This should enable us to start again on the
2nd. of August and obviously, this will
depend on things continuing to improve.
As circumstances become clearer it may
be possible to start earlier. I’m sure that all
our players are keen to test their fitness
and to be playing regularly again as soon
as possible.

Cycling—Bob Spackman
It goes without saying that throughout the pandemic the Cycling Group have never
stopped pedalling! It is a great form of exercise and most of the group, whatever their
level of fitness, have kept cycling. Some have gone out as many as three or four times a
week, others only once. Being limited to two people maximum socialising has meant the
suspension of our normal organised outings, but quite often we have found another
member of the group cycling in the other direction and waved enthusiastically at one
another. A few have withdrawn from the tarmac byways and used static bikes in their
garage, but nonetheless are keeping fit.
Our first group rides was on Tuesday 26th March when we organised six groups of six
riders on a variety of routes.

Genealogy—Bob Spackman
During the first lockdown our monthly meetings were cancelled, but later in 2020 we
arranged Zoom meetings hosted by Fran King. They have been arranged by members of
the group, we have held a quiz, general chats and talks given by team members. Subjects
of particular interest have been Fran King's talk about a relation who, as a girl was
captured by Indians in the wild west and brought up in the tribe and eventually ran a
successful trading post and another by Don Tyzck about the five murders committed in
his family in the late middle ages.
For April and May, we have two more Zoom meetings which will be given by Dr Judy Hill.
She will be talking about The role of the workhouse at the beginning of the 19th C and The

role of the workhouse at and after 1834.

Dinghy Sailing & Curling—Bob Spackman
Regrettably, owing to social distancing rules, it has been impossible to sail since the
summer of 2019. The sociable, competitive and so very enjoyable sport of Curling has
had to be suspended since our last outing in early 2020. There is hope however that it
will be possible to organise a meeting in November this year.

History—June Davey
With the very able help of Mark Blowers the History group has managed to hold Zoom
meetings throughout the Covid-19 pandemic era. Earlier this year, Susan Morris gave us
a talk about ‘The Great Storm of 1703’ and in February David Williams presented a
fascinating history of the ‘The Suez Canal’, how it was eventually built and the conflicts
that arose during the period from 2000BC to 2000AD. The group is flourishing and I am
particularly pleased that so many members are finding the time and enthusiasm to
prepare talks for the group. One format that was encouraged early on was for individuals
to give short talks each lasting perhaps 20 minutes at the most. These can be grouped
together to make interesting and varied meetings. The format was revised in March this
year when Joy Campbell, Denise Smee, and Joy Davis each gave a talk on the theme of
‘Popular Uprisings’. They were ‘The Peasants’ Revolt’, ‘Kett’s Rebellion’ and ‘The Peterloo
Massacre’ respectively. You will see from our webpage that we have a full programme
ahead and as ever welcome new members to join us.

Boules—Wendy Sampson
Needless to say, the Boules group has been unable to play
during the pandemic but as the restrictions are slowly lifted
and with the agreement of Horsley Sports Club we hope to
be playing again very soon. Ours is an outdoor activity with
very little physical contact so provided that we take sensible
precautions we should be back to normal very soon.
Might the boules need to be sanitised? Who knows.

Walking—Robert Taylor
Last year the Walking Group managed to get out on five walks between the two
lockdowns. On each occasion we separated into groups of six to comply with the rules.
Our last outing was in December 2020. A circular walk around the Papercourt area of
Ripley and the River Wey. Unfortunately, after weeks of incessant rain, it proved to be a
decidedly soggy end to the year. With the lockdown rules for outdoor exercise now in
the process of being eased, those in the group are hoping to lace up their boots once
more. We are planning our first walk after lock-down to be a 5-mile circuit of Ockham,
picking up Wisley airfield, Ockham Common, the Semaphore Tower and a goodly
sprinkling of farm fields. Everyone is keen to get out again and we’re expecting three
groups will be involved in this first walk of the year.

Lovelace Books —Sue Smith
For one whole year now, members of the u3a Lovelace Book group have carried on
reading and enjoying (or sometimes not) a series of books. We have been lucky that
we are a group of six, although we hope to add to our number eventually. Managing a
couple of meetings in person outside in our gardens when allowed during the summer
was more of a catch-up chat rather than a discussion about the books, since when we
have Zoomed. We ‘click and collect’ our book choices from Horsley library each
month. Thank goodness for our local library! We have read everything from the classic
Ann Bronte’s ‘Tenant of Wildfell Hall’, ‘Do No Harm’ the autobiography of brain surgeon
Henry Marsh to the lighter ‘The Single Ladies of the Jacaranda Retirement Village’ by
Joanna Neil.
Zooming has been a hit and miss experience. Not having an upgraded version has
taught us the discipline of not interrupting and taking turns to speak and to do it
quickly before the 40 minute cut off. Any gossiping was done when we discovered
that we could immediately re-join zoom if we logged back in quickly. It also taught us
to make-up our ‘zoom faces’ – adding more blusher and lippy (we are 6 females) to
counter that on-screen peaky look.

We can’t wait for post lock-down, when we can meet in
our homes and gardens again with shared tea and
cakes…and longer than 40 minute discussions!

For further details please contact Sue Smith 01483
283269 or sue.smith191@btinternet.com

Open Minds—Mandy Newman
Having announced that after a bleak winter of isolation I would welcome offers of
hospitality for our first meeting of 2021, I was inundated with so many enthusiastic
replies that we now have three garden meetings (6 people per garden) arranged for
April. Similar meetings were held during the Summer of 2020 but that came to an
end in November. So many subjects worthy of a discussion were lined up with, of
course, the lessons learned from Covid being inevitable. It is a measure of the effects
of social isolation that the enthusiasm of members to meet in person to listen to and
debate the views of others has been so overwhelming.
Our two mid-April meetings were held in unsocially cold weather (see picture) while
that held a week later was held in warm sunshine. Reviewing the outcome of our
discussions it was universally clear that there was much to learn from the way the
pandemic was handled, the way people responded to the safety rules that were
imposed, and the way education and our shopping habits changed. Happily, we are
now looking forward to the warm summer days when we can meet in larger numbers
whether it be in our gardens or indoors.
Current affairs is always a popular subject for our discussions. Recently there has
been the conviction of a white policeman in Minnesota. Might this lead us to a
discussion about prejudice in our own institutions? A recent speech by Joe Biden,
the reluctance of the Chinese leaders to abandon the construction of new coal fired
power stations, and the continuing influence of Greta Thunberg could surely lead to a
lively discussion on climate change. Then there is the integrity of our politicians and
the poor control of social media platforms both of which could generate interesting
debates.

If you would like to join us please contact Mandy Newman. Contact details are
available on the Horsley u3a website.

Transport & Industrial Archaeology—Robin Satow
Late last year, Tony Samson who had been working on a succession plan for handing
over his leadership of the group announced that Peter Bennett-Davies and I had
agreed to take over the group as of January 2021. It is a tribute to the excellent
programme of events and outings we have enjoyed over the years with Tony in
charge. His leadership has been outstanding and we wish him well in his retirement.
Links are being retained with the Fetcham U3A Industrial Heritage Group.
In common with many other groups, our activities have been limited so far in 2021 but
throughout the lockdown period we have managed to hold a number of well attended
Zoom meetings.
In January, Peter Bennett-Davies spoke on Welsh Narrow Gauge Railways and Castles.
This covered the origins (mainly for transport from the mines and quarries in the hills
of N. Wales) of slate, traffic, motive power including the unique "Double Fairlie"
locomotives), then their decline and subsequent revival (even in one case complete
rebuilding) to serve tourism, all based on Peter and Audrey's visit to the area on
holiday. He also gave examples of the imposing Castles of NW Wales, all wonderfully
illustrated.
In February, Robert Bryson spoke on the Development of Battleships, including
several centuries of quite slow evolution based on sail-power and wooden hulls,
followed by naval nations' power races culminating in these ships design, fire power
and roles in two World Wars. Again, finely illustrated, this was an absorbing talk taking
in battleship design, politics, world trade and maritime power struggles.
In March, those who also take part in the activities of the History group were treated
to a second showing of David Williams talk on the Suez Canal. It covered its origins,
the early failed attempts, and its eventual completion and its official opening on 17
November 1869. David's slides were full of fascinating detail, "cross-cutting" the
subject on several fronts, including the "power politics" of the Canal's construction
and subsequent commercial fortunes. Its international importance was brought into
focus when the giant container vessel ‘Ever Given’ wedged itself between the banks
of the canal at the end of March.
In April, Tony Samson's subject will be Victorian Pumping Stations followed in May by
Colin van Geffen on the history of aviation in the Southampton area. The rest of the
year's programme is also booked; we just await relaxation of pandemic constraints to
enable visits to be included in the programme, too!

Longer walks—Barbara Firth
Sadly the intrepid Longer Walkers only
managed one walk before lockdown. In
November Elisabeth Burke led a varied
and interesting walk starting from
Saddlers Ride CP and then along the
Thames tow path with a welcome stop
at the cricket club where we sat
outside
with
our
refreshments.
Crossing the river at the busy
Hampton Court Bridge took us into
Bushy Park where we walked round the
lakes full of bird life and explored
historic areas new to some of us.

An attractive stroll through the Water
Gardens brought us to the Pheasantry
Cafe for lunch. We are now full of
hope that we can get started again in
the Summer.

Garden visits—Gayle Leader
What can I say - we are a garden visiting group. Gardens are outside and that is
where we haven't been! Looking back over the last year, we managed to visit just 3
gardens - the March visit was not possible as lock down kicked in just before our
visit but this has been rebooked for the same time this year and once again we will
not be able to go. We have visits planned for May, June and July and there will be
others as the season progresses and there is much enthusiasm for these from the
members of our group and we have our fingers crossed that they will go ahead.
Covid may attempt to dampen our
spirits and curtail our activities but it
can not put a stop to nature and from
where I am sitting and in mid March as
I am writing, I can see, growing in the
garden, snowdrops, daffodils,
cyclamen, fabulous hellebores, small
early iris and so many tulips starting to
emerge for an April display. Life will
continue and nature will be giving us
much pleasure soon.

What’s been going on at Head Office?
There has been a wave of developments going on at u3a headquarters. For a start, the office it is no
longer called the National Office. With the controversies over the meaning of National it was decided to
use the term Head Office instead.
Other changes have been more noticeable and those who take the monthly Newsletters issued by the
CEO, Sam Mauger, will already be aware of some of them. Why has change been deemed necessary, and
why now? To some extent the changes have arisen because of the people elected to the National
Executive Committee of the Third Age Trust. Yes, I know the word National has appeared again but in this
case a change was not thought to be necessary. The Board of Directors is made up of 12 trustees elected
from the u3a regions and three officers elected by the whole u3a membership. They work to ensure good
governance, drive strategy and engender innovation. The chair of the Board of Trustees of the Trust is Ian
McCannah, the Vice Chair is Hilary Jones and the Treasurer is Richard Teare.
Their brief to ‘drive strategy and engender innovation’ has led to some hard thinking about the future of
u3a. The Trust established a number of working groups made up of u3a members from across the UK to
plan for the future. The onset of the Covid pandemic emphasised the need for such a plan. It features
primarily the support of the existing membership and the recruitment of new members. The need to
review the organisation’s appeal to new members, the development of a more modern image including a
better website and embracing the challenges of social media.
The plans for an Open Day on June 2nd 2021, and arrangements to celebrate the organisation’s 40th
Anniversary in 2022 are part of these plans.
The u3a logo has been changed and the font used for all publications has
changed to DM Sans. Hence the now common use of u3a as opposed to
U3A. This newsletter has been printed using the DM Sans font and the
new logo. Individual u3as being autonomous are not obliged to implement
these changes but as time goes by they will be the norm. In an article
published in the February edition of Third Age Matters, Ian McCannah
emphasised that new members were the lifeblood of a u3a.
Because of Zoom, he was able to take part in the January meeting of the Surrey u3a Network. It was on
this occasion that he was able to explain and add extra detail to these developments and talk about the
support the Office will be providing to help launch the recruitment campaign and the Open Day in June.
Ian retires from the Chairmanship of the Board of Trustees this summer after what has been a time of
considerable change and development
Resource Exchange Between Surrey U3As
For some time, but particularly during lockdown, many u3as have been sharing the talks given to
members with other u3as. This has been relatively easy to do using Zoom. Now there is considerable
interest in sharing presentations given during group meetings. To help this idea to flourish among u3as
contributing to the Surrey Network there is an enabling link provided on the Surrey Network website. For
any u3a wishing to add a group talk or event that you would like to share please click on the envelope
(top right-hand corner) to notify either Jim or Sue about your wish to be involved.
https://u3asites.org.uk/surreyu3anetwork/page/54678

Creative Writing—Tony Pratt
The writing group is lucky to be able to function through all forms of lockdown. All we
need is the desire to write and the ability to exchange and enjoy the results by e mail
along with comments and news. Ideally, though, we hope soon to be able to resume
meetings in gardens or even houses. Writing for us can include stories, memories, factual
pieces and, the form favoured by our newest member: poems. Recent titles have
included ‘Another Time,’ ‘Roadkill’, ‘Autumn’, ‘Fox’, and ‘Oyster.’ This is a small, friendly
and informal group and we welcome new members.
Of all the stories written during the last 6 months or so those entitled ‘Roadkill’ seem to
have been chosen by members as good examples of their output. Just one of these is
featured on the last page of this Newsletter. Others can be made available by
contacting either me or Ian Eversden.
See our webpage for contact details

Roadkill by Derry Dinkin
Roadkill, what a thrill,
Bunnies standing on a hill
Looking down upon the road,
Seeing lorries squash a toad!
Watching foxy dare to cross.
Shall he, shan’t he?
‘nother loss!

Now there’s Bambi oh so sweet,
Bunnies’ hearts begin to beat.
Please, dear Bambi,
Please don’t - damn!
Squashed by a truck to strawberry jam!
Silly bunnies, don’t get close,
Let your friends stay comatose.
It’s so sad they have to die
But please, don’t end in Rabbit Pie!

Roadkill—A story written during the Covid 19 lockdown by Tony Pratt
It began on a July morning in 1962. Bobby Vinton was top of the hit parade with ‘Roses
are Red’ and the world was at peace, as it tended to be in rural Surrey.
Ted Jellett of the Mid Wessex Water Board was cycling down a narrow bushy path off
the A3106 near Crondall, his job to check the reservoir levels, when a rabbit jumped out
onto the path in front of him causing him to brake. A large cat-like animal leapt out from
the ferns in pursuit, missing the rabbit, which bounded towards Ted, followed by its
pursuer. At the last moment the chasing animal veered off the path. Two feet high, with
big paws, it seemed to Ted to be a small lion. But, shaken and fearing ridicule, he said
nothing to anyone at the time, telling his story only later in the company magazine.

The next day, Terry Playfair, a 17-year-old council trainee with the Farnham roads
team, was cycling to work, and taking in the overnight casualties – hedgehogs, a
badger, foxes, a pheasant – as he went. He had already become interested in the
variety of squashed wildlife to be found on the roads but his find this morning was in a
different league. A dead sheep, nastily mauled and with tooth marks on its neck lay at
the roadside.
Half an hour later, Ben Curtis, desk sergeant at Farnham police station, looked up to
see the teenage lad in a state of great excitement, burbling about a sheep.
“Slow down, son, slow down. So, let’s see. Your job is to clear dead animals off the
lanes, yes? Roadkill, the Yanks call it.” Laboriously, he started writing an entry in the
day log.
A week later, on Bushylease farm, a herd of Aberdeen Angus cattle started behaving
strangely, grouping in a protective circle, pawing at the ground and lowing.
They took three hours to calm down, the farmer, a Mr Edward Blanks, unable to control
them.
Next day a neighbour saw in a field a large animal with small pointed ears, a full, fluffy
face and slit eyes. Her father had taught her once, in Africa, to stand still in such
situations but, as she did so, she couldn’t help thinking nervously about the six pork
chops in her bag. The animal, which smelt horribly, spat at her and ran off.
At lunch time that day, Mr Blanks found a dead sheep which had clearly been savagely
attacked. But attacked by what? A large dog? The sheep’s markings identified it as
belonging to a neighbouring farmer. Blanks fetched his neighbour to the scene but,
when they got there, the corpse had vanished. There was blood on the ground.
Later the same day, Sergeant Curtis called young PC Potter into an office.
“Potts,” he said, “you’re always moaning about traffic duty, well I’ve got a new job for
you. I want you to set up an ABC register.”
“ABC Sarge?”
“Alien Big Cat.’
A police search at Crondall came up with a possible brief sighting, classified as an
unidentified quadruped. Sightings spread from Pirbright to as far afield as
Chiddingfold but, apart from these, which some suspected had been stirred up by an
item in the Farnham Herald headed ‘The Crondall Cougar,’ Potter’s register stopped
there. That winter, the Big Freeze set in and, while Bobby Vee’s ‘The Night Has a
Thousand Eyes’ reached the top of the hit parade, little more was seen or heard of
ABC’s for a time. Nevertheless, at Bushylease farm, Mr Blanks became convinced from
a dozen signs, that there was some predatory creature living in the woods adjoining
his farm.

Soon livestock attacks resumed. The body of a calf with its head torn away was found. The
action moved to Hindhead and to Munstead, where giant paw marks appeared. A large rogue
dog was identified as the culprit for a series of attacks on Puttenham Common and shot by
the police.
There were more reports. It had a long tail, a cat’s head. It had spots. It had stripes. It was the
size of a Labrador. It was travelling at 30 miles an hour, a witness said, and was spotted
beside the large roundabout near the Bleak House pub, north of Woking. In two leaps, it was
across the road. In another sighting, it jumped clean over a fence.
Stirred up by coverage which graduated from the Surrey Advertiser to the Daily Sketch, the
public mood in Surrey was becoming anxious. Dog walkers were afraid to go out. Numerous
attacks in 1966 coincided with the arrival in Top of The Pops of ‘Nineteenth Nervous
Breakdown’ by the Rolling Stones. Two inspectors from the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, concluded that the animal was a fox or badger. Mr Desmond Morris from the
London Zoo and an amateur naturalist living in Albury both joined in the debate.
On Whitmoor Common, a big cat killed a rabbit in full view of a police inspector. By now the
Crondall Cougar had been rechristened the Surrey Puma. A witness who had hunted pumas
in Africa was certain this was a puma, the fact that there were no pumas in Africa detracting
only slightly from the drama of his testimony.
At the Donkey pub in Elstead, business was enlivened by the presence of a stuffed puma
while, at Wellingborough Zoo, the resident puma was at home to a journalist but lay
peacefully ‘looking dignified’ throughout the visit. On the 24 Hours programme, Cliff
Michelmore employed a mocking tone. A photo, the only one, taken in a rectory garden in
Worplesden, was published in the Sunday People and swung the balance back to the puma
faction until it was dismissed as a domestic cat benefitting from an unusual camera angle.
As battle was joined between puma-ists and unbelievers, and between those who asserted
that the puma was large or small, a dog or a deer, the way forward became clear. An
expedition was needed. At the Old Codgers pub in Fleet Street, a convivial group decided on
just that.
Oliver Moxon, proprietor of the Bishop’s Table hotel and casino in Farnham, placed an ad in
the Times’ personal column. From 100 responses, a 30 strong party gathered at the
Ganymede Country Club on the A31 at 4 o’clock one morning. They returned three hours
later for breakfast of champagne, devilled kidneys and eggs and bacon. Afterwards they split
into two groups armed with nets and poles, tranquilising darts having proved difficult to
obtain. Moxon sported a pith helmet and shorts. Their efforts were reinforced by black
coffee laced with whisky.

Somewhere near Haslemere, scene of a recent sighting, the parties got lost. Surrey in
those days was a third less populated, much less developed and more wooded than
now. The most glamorous hunter, Miss Mariella Smith-Masters, complained of blisters.
Miss Smith-Masters, who figured prominently in a centre page spread in the Mirror,
reported that they had had to flag down a milk float and had ended up in quote: ‘a pub
or two.’
Later that summer an elderly lady spent a night in the open, drenched in expensive
perfume. Her theory was that this would attract the ABC, likely to have been the
abandoned pet of a starlet, there being a fashion at the time for keeping black panthers
with jewelled collars. But no big cat, nostrils twitching, appeared and the only outcome
was that the lady had to be carted off to hospital on what proved, sadly, to be her final
journey.
But the puma had not gone away. Animals, from livestock and roe deer down to foxes,
rabbits and birds, were being mauled and killed. And the sightings continued.
In 1967, a peak year, there were sightings in Wood Street Village, Park Barn, and Slyfield
and locations on the Sussex and Hampshire borders. A parliamentary question was
tabled. The animal had been variously described as straw-coloured, very dark, sandy,
gingery, dirty brown, reddish, tawney, honey coloured, black, nearly as big as an Alsatian,
spitting, screaming or howling. A year which had begun with Donovan’s ‘Mellow Yellow’
ended with a ‘Whiter Shade of Pale’ by Procul Harum.
By the turn of the decade, the sightings were dying down but when they finally petered
out in the early 1970’s there were 388 entries in PC Potter’s ABC register. PC Potter
himself was now a sergeant.
No human had ever been killed or even attacked in all this time, and, starved of drama
and novelty, public interest had either turned sceptical or had moved on. ‘Storm in a
Teacup,’ by the Fortunes gave way to the deathless output of ‘Terry Dactyl and the
Dinosaurs.’
Around this time, the retired Curtis dropped in to see his former colleagues.
“How you getting on with the old ABC’s then, Potts?”
“Nothing at all. It’s gone completely dead. The public’s moved on to the Gypos and pony
thefts.”

So, looking back on it all, what had been going on?
The most convincing explanation came in a detailed study made nearly half a century
later. Analysing the copious evidence, it concluded that, of the limited number of known
pumas in the UK in the 1960’s, there were none unaccounted for but that the evidence in
fact pointed strongly to there having been two creatures at large, one a puma kitten,
capable of prodigious leaps, and the other an adult lynx.
The smaller lynx seemed to have died during the Big Freeze of 1963 but the puma kitten
grew up and had lived on until the early 1970’s. From discussions with members of the
Blanks family, it emerged that Blanks, a pragmatic herdsman with an instinctive feeling for
animals, had ample evidence that the puma and the residents of Bushylease farm were
co-existing nearly side by side.
He was prepared to tolerate occasional attacks on his livestock and preferred to keep
quiet about it. In the end the attacks stopped, the creature presumably dead. In all
probability it’s life, like the whole saga, had ebbed away with barely a whimper.
And how might a puma have come to be at large in Surrey in the first place? Just down
the Basingstoke Canal from Bushylease Farm, had been an open area used for wintering
circus animals. These animals were unregistered and the owners would not have been
keen to report any escapes.

