
Welcome to our Spring 2022 Newsletter.  I 
hope you are well and have been enjoying 
the period of fine weather.  It has been 
uplifting to see wonderful displays of 
daffodils, primroses, primulas and other 
spring flowers in our parks and gardens 
and growing wild in our beautiful 
countryside.   It reminds us that life is 
there to be enjoyed if we are able to take 
advantage of it notwithstanding that we 
are still plagued with the Covid pandemic, 
that the economic outlook hardly seems 
rosy and that the invasion of Ukraine has 
brought unimaginable horrors to so many 
innocent people. Your Committee will 
shortly be considering what contribution 
u3a is able to make to help to alleviate 
their suffering.     

Greetings from our Chairman 

We recently held our AGM and I was 
delighted to report that, although Covid 
remains with us, u3a has bounced back and 
nearly all groups and activities have 
restarted.  This has been due to the 
dedication and enthusiasm of your 
Committee, Group Leaders and other 
regular helpers and I was able to thank 
them for all they do so willingly for u3a.   
However, if I can be forgiven for mentioning 
just two,  the Music Appreciation Group 
restarted it’s monthly programme with a 
lovely concert of piano music performed 
by a student who will be graduating soon 
from the Yehudi Menuhin School.                                                   
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Contact details for each group have not been included in this Newsletter. Anyone 
wishing to join or know more about any of our groups should refer to the recently 
published Directory or the appropriate group web page.  

Do not hesitate to contact our webmaster Mark Blowers if you have any comments to 
make about our website. 



You will also know that the Theatre Group 
has a new leader and its first outing to the 
Mill at Sonning is a sell out.                                  
They have just announced the next date to 
visit Chichester Festival Theatre to see 
“Crazy for You”. The “Dining Club” has also 
proved very popular.   

With the exception of Mel Beynon, who 
stepped down as Programme Secretary, all 
the Committee have agreed to continue in 
post.  Mel has been in charge of arranging 
(and introducing) excellent and entertaining 
speakers.   I am delighted that Alan 
Gilbertson has been elected to your 
Committee to take her place.  Alan 
performed a similar role for Horsley Probus 
and I have no doubt that he will ensure that 
we continue to enjoy a wide variety of 
educational and enjoyable talks. 

As I said in my Chairman’s Report for the 
AGM, perhaps the most welcome 
development has been the ability to resume 
face to face meetings.  Much as I grew used 
to Zoom and the rigours of very small 
gatherings and social distancing, if the 

pandemic has taught us anything it is that 
the aims and objectives of u3a to “learn, live 
and laugh”  are best achieved if we can 
interact with each other whether in large or 
small groups and go to meetings, enjoy 
outings etc.   

A few groups are waiting until new leaders 
can be found to take them forward. These 
are listed on our Website and in 
Newsletters and Bulletins.  If you think you 
would like to help in any way please let me 
or any of the Committee know.   

Even if you feel you might like to but are 
hesitant or nervous about what might be 
involved I urge you to come and talk it 
through and help you decide.  It is an 
obvious thing to say, but the future of u3a 
depends on its many volunteers. 

I am very happy to report that u3a is in 
good heart and I hope you will take 
advantage of the huge variety of activities 
on offer. I look forward to meeting as many 
of you as I can.   

Tony Dinkin 

I had hoped that following the great success that our teams had at the Winter Olympics 
that the Fenton’s ice rink in Tunbridge Wells would reopen again. But upon checking the 
website it is not to be.  The nearest Curling Rink now is in Cambridge and I think that is 
just too far to go and currently the website states that the rink too is closed. 
 
It is sad to close the group, we had a few very enjoyable outings. Fortunately, the 
Horsley U3A offers many other activities to sap our energy! 

Bob Spackman 
  

Curling 



Boules 

We resumed playing in October last year 
and have managed to keep going whilst 
adhering to all current COVID 
recommendations. 
We are a small, friendly mixed group who 
play weekly at EHVH from 10am- 
12pm.  We play for fun and exercise 
(mainly from retrieving our balls from 
around the hall!) and it’s a great way to 
start the week! Pop along any Monday 
morning if you’d like to join us. 

Linda Brockey 

Monday morning table tennis 

Over the summer the group of 4 or 5 
members, sometimes 6, played regularly 
on Monday afternoons.  Play finished in 
the Autumn when the weather got 
colder and we had a group lunch at the 
end of November.  Play will start again in 
April/May when it is a bit warmer. 
There is capacity for some new 
members, and maybe those who played 
bowls on Monday afternoons would now 
like to try boules instead. 
 

Ian and Wendy Sampson 

Supper Club 

Pre-covid, Wendy and I had been to a few U3A 
Supper Club events and enjoyed them, so when 
the rules started to relax, I agreed to organise a 
few meals to see how we got on. 
 
The first was a dinner at the Meridiana on 4 
November 2021. Twenty four people attended 
and seemed to enjoy themselves. The idea of 
lunches came up, particularly during winter, so 
on 27 January 2022, I organised lunch at the Drift Golf Club.  
 
On that occasion twenty people attended and again seemed to enjoy themselves. 
Interest was expressed in Thai food so I am arranging dinner at Tara in East Horsley on 7 
April 2022. So far, I have had twenty seven acceptances. I chose dinner mainly because 
Tara is closed at lunchtime but, who knows, the worst of winter may be over by then. 
 
In the past, members have taken it in turn to organise an event, often further away, but 
not much. On the one hand I am happy to organise a few more; on the other, I shall greet 
any volunteer with enthusiasm. 

Ian Sampson 



Practical Art & Pencil Art 

Despite my absence from the Art groups, 
their enthusiasm has not waned, and I 
have encouraged all the members of both 
Practical Art and Pencil Art to keep going.  
None of this would have been possible, 
but for two amazing people who 
volunteered to handle the Practical Art 
Administration and Finance –Jane 
Lazenby and Judith Allen. They have been 
so supportive and efficient as well as 
caring, and are regularly in touch.  
I have been delighted to receive beautiful 
cards and enthusiastic messages. As 
soon as I am able to drive again, I will be 
back. 
Meanwhile I have managed to provide the 
Practical Art group with some 
inspirational examples of watercolours by 
Edward Wessen - they are of Surrey and 
the surrounding area, so familiar 
landscapes.  These were so well received 
that all the objects brought from home to 
paint, were hastily put away and replaced 
by these watercolour examples, the idea 
was not to copy but use as a guide.  The 
results were amazing, and the sample 
landscapes can be swapped round and 
used again and again, interpreting them in 
different ways. 

I also sent information on ways of making 
‘black’ using two colours only….. this was 
read out to the class on both Thursday 
meetings!                                                           
I have great pleasure in attaching samples 
of the beautiful artwork produced. 
The Pencil Group members have been 
working hard under the guidance of Gill 
Culmer, who looks after the finances and 
hire of the hall in East Clandon. Judith 
Allen kindly volunteered to cope with all 
the Admin work... another generous 
supporter for the group. Hopefully they 
will be inspired by the Spring colours and I 
look forward to seeing their Artwork on my 
return. 

Jill Richardson-Jones  

Editor's Note: Unfortunately since this report was written, the Practical Art for All group has 
elected to stop meeting until a regular tutor can be found. Jill Richardson-Jones started 
this group many years ago and members have benefited greatly from her help and 
encouragement.  We are indebted to all she has done for this group and hope they will be 
meeting again soon.  



The Covid experience was a challenge for all u3a 
Groups, but the History Group was fortunate in 
having Mark Blowers as a committee member. 
Mark set up a Zoom contact for us, during the 
first lockdown, and we began meeting virtually.  
Some of our planned talks were not suitable for 
Zoom, but we were able to re-organise and 
present a talk each month. The support of the 
group was excellent and greatly appreciated.  

Last September, 2021, we had our first ‘in person’ session in the Millenium Room, with 
Stephen Day’s talk on ‘The Foreign Office Building and its Secrets,’ which included some of 
his personal FO experiences in the Middle East.  

This personal note was reflected in the theme of our 
talks in October and December. Bob Spackman shared 
family secrets in ‘From the Old Bailey to Bondi Beach,’ 
and on a somewhat different note,  Tom Stevenson 
talked about his ancestor, Brigadier-General Eric 
Serocold’s  military experiences ‘ From Ladysmith to 
Ypres.’  

All the talks were also offered in Zoom.  After the November talk, we enjoyed mulled wine 
and mince pies, lowering our masks gingerly!  Our Zoom participants raised a distant glass. 

The family theme continued, in January 2022, with  Mark’s story of his parents, in ‘Love in 
the Time of War and Peace.’ In February we moved away from family (though there may 
have been Davey connections), when Graham considered ‘The Mysterious World of 
Stonehenge.’                                                                                                                                            
In March, Fran King will talk about her great grandfather, Robert Owen King, Engineer and 
Inventor, and Denise Smee will explore the story of the South Yorkshire Mining industry.  

The attendance in the Millenium Room post lockdowns, 
rose from 25 in September, 2021, to 40 in February this 
year with around 10 on Zoom for each month.  The 
committee will be deciding about the continuation of 
Zoom shortly. 

Committee:  June Davey, David Williams, Mark Blowers, 
Graham Davey.  

June Davey 

History 



Creative Writing 

Explore London Thursday 

We restarted our walks in July 2021 and managed four before the end of the year.  
Understandably many members were reluctant to travel on the tube.  We therefore 
restricted these to areas that could be covered from a main line station travelling on 
British Rail, where potential COVID infection risk was less.  Our annual lunch was held at the 
Onslow Arms in January 2022.  This was very successful, with an attendance of 24.    

We now have a full programme of walks planned from April through to October. 

We have lost small number of members due to sickness or moving home and could take 
on a few more.  

David Harrison    
  

One of the many joys of this group is its adaptability. We have continued to meet, in 
homes and online, throughout Covid and have evolved, by accident, into two smaller 
subgroups: those who enjoy monthly meetings at each other’s houses to discuss our 
contributions and anything else over coffee; and those who just read our stuff while 
keeping the options of coming along or sending in their own writing by email.  
 
Recent story writing challenges have included topics as diverse as ‘Roadworks’ and 
‘Something based on Shakespeare’, the latter producing stories and verse ranging from dark 
goings on at a large company to the decisive effects on romance of the choice of fancy dress 
costume. We would like to increase the size of the group a little and can offer a congenial 
atmosphere which is the reverse of intimidating.   
 
If you have ever thought of writing a short story for your grandchild, or letting your mind 
wander on events that might have happened, do not hesitate to contact me.  We might be 
able to help.  
 

Tony Pratt 



Committee members: Tony Dinkin (Chair), 
Richard Deighton (Treasurer) Robbi 
Robson (Secretary) Peter Tallon, Tony 
Heaney, Wendy Sampson, Ian Eversden, 
David Lush, Paul Dodgson, with Mark 
Blowers, June Blackwell, Meryl Hayes, 
Kelvin Hayes, David Hewson  
   
1   Alan Gilbertson was welcomed as the 
new arranger of Monthly talks and Mel 
Beynon was thanked for her sterling work 
over the last couple of years. Alan 
discovered a number of jobs that went 
with his new role.  Put out a traffic cone to 
ensure space for their transport, paying 
them, asking them for their technology 
needs, and introducing them at the 
beginning of each meeting. 
 
2   Paul Dodgson agreed to become acting 
Vice-chair for the coming year. 
 
3 It was agreed that Zoom would be 
continued for monthly meetings.  It helps 
those not able to attend the meetings in 
person. 
 
4  Groups News: 
“Outings” and “Getting Out and About” 
groups temporarily suspended. 
“Outdoor Bowling” closed down owing to 
the sad closure of Horsley Bowling Club. 
Possible support for the “Practical Art” 
group was to be considered  
 
5  Communication: 
The Spring Newsletter would be issued at 
the same time as the April monthly 
meeting.  Hard copies would be printed 
for those without email and for publicity. 
The issue of a regular News Bulletin was 
discussed but not considered necessary.  
News of any future events would be 
posted on the website and by the 
membership email.   
 

Jottings from a recent Committee meeting 
 
It was important that the content of the 
Website was kept up to date. Group 
leaders would be asked to ensure that 
this was addressed. 
 
The value of a Blog was also discussed 
but it was thought unlikely that members 
would benefit from this feature which is 
available on the website 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ian Eversden & Robbi Robson  

The Humour group is an online group for 
those who not only have a sense of 
humour (otherwise known as a GSOH) 
but also enjoy the occasional informative, 
clever, topical or just visual downloads.  

 

 

 

 

Your GSOH must include enjoying the 
odd (odd? - more like "open minded") 
joke, some with a "sexual content" 
whoohoo! but hopefully never crude, 'cos 
usually they're not funny.  

Do feel free to send the group your own 
contribution. If you'd like to go on the 
mailing list, please send your address to 
me. 

 

Derry Dinkin   

The Humour Group 



Music Appreciation 

We have been able to meet only three 
times in the past two years.  Our 
celebratory reopening last October 
featured a live concert given by John 
Bartlett on the piano.  This featured works 
by Edvard Grieg and Robert 
Schumann.  Sadly, John and Stephanie have 
moved to Hampshire, so we shall no longer 
be able to enjoy his entertaining organ and 
piano recitals.   
 
In November, I chose the theme of ‘Music 
for Children’,  My selection included Robert 
Schumann’s Kinderszenen, Saint-Saens’ 
Carnival of the Animals and Prokofiev’s 
Peter and the Wolf.   
 
The Omicron variant then led to complete 
closure for three months.   
 
In March, we welcomed Duru Erdogan, a 
Turkish student from the Yehudi Menuhin 

School.  We have to thank Peter Collett for his perseverance in getting the headmaster’s 
agreement.  Duru’s spell-binding performance on the piano included some of Debussy’s 
Preludes and Robert Schumann’s Kreisleriana.    
 
We are all very grateful to Peter and Anneliese Collett for their hospitality and for providing 
a first class grand piano for our live recitals.  We now hope to keep up the momentum with 
regular meetings on the third Wednesday afternoon of each month.  Please contact me if 
you would like to join us. 

Tom Stevenson 

Chess  
  

Our core membership remains steady and our monthly meetings at member’s homes 
are normally well attended.   

We are exploring the possibility of playing an occasional match against neighbouring 
U3As.  Surprisingly only one other of ten local groups currently has a chess section, 
although two others are considering forming one.   

We will try and progress this later in the year. 

David Harrison     



The photo shows some of the Tuesday Group enjoying the spring sunshine whilst cycling 
to Chiddingfold in late March.  
 
This year we have continued to welcome new members both to EasyRiders and on the 
Tuesday rides.  
 
In March we returned to the Olympic Velodrome in Stratford where Jason Kenny and Chris 
Hoy made history in 2012, tough acts to follow! 

Bob Spackman 

Cycling 

The various cycling groups have continued throughout winter, even when the weather was 
rather bracing! A few rides had to be cancelled due to very cold mornings, but generally we 
have been fortunate and have been able to maintain outings and fitness.  

The afternoon group continues to run successfully.  

We are a small group, primarily because we meet in each others’ homes and most can’t 
accommodate more than 3 or 4 tables of 4, but we do have space for more players.  

Rummikub is a game of numbers which helps to keep your mind active but you don’t have 
to have a maths degree to play!  

Meetings start at 2 pm with tea and biscuits at the end (and often during the games too!) 
usually around 4.30 pm. Don’t worry if you don’t have a boxed game as existing members 
bring theirs.  

The group is very light hearted and if you would like to join but have never played or are a 
bit “rusty”, don’t worry as we’re all here to help as we play along.   

If you are not mobile, someone will always be happy to give you a lift.  

Derry Dinkin  

Rummikub 2 

http://history.in


 

Since the end of lockdown, the group has been able to continue its regular monthly walks 
unhindered (more or less) by Covid, indeed it was more often a victim of the British 
weather.  Writing this in mid-March the group has just spent the morning on the Fetcham 
to Leatherhead walk.  On perhaps the warmest day of the year so far we saw thirty 
different species including five species of birds of prey (the fifth was very high - probably 
a peregrine on its peregrinations).  More down to earth or water we spotted a little egret 
fishing in the river by the "multi-arched"  bridge into Leatherhead, a lesser black-backed 
gull on the pond and half a dozen or more long tailed tits chasing each other through the 
undergrowth. 

Looking ahead we have our 19th April walk around Polesden Lacey, the 17th May walk 
along the River Wey starting from Ripley Green and the 21st June walk on Sheepleas 
(Shere Road car park).  If anyone would like to join the Group or just learn a bit more 
about it do not hesitate to contact me. 

John Burge (reporting for Brian Austin)  

Bird Watching & Natural History 

Our group meeting has changed to the 
2nd Thursday of the month from 
2.00pm to 4.30pm. The reason for this 
change is that finding members houses 
in the dark was getting very difficult. 
With the help of the members we have 
settled on the date as it suited most of 
us. Sadly we lost a couple of people due 
to their doing art that afternoon. 
We have already gained a new lady but 
are very happy to accept others. 

Liz Onslow 

Pilates 

Rummikub 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We continue to meet regularly at 2pm 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of 
every month in members' homes.  
The sessions usually last for about 3 
hours, with tea and biscuits at a 
convenient interval. We would be happy 
to welcome new members to this fun 
game which is fairly quick to learn. 
Please let me know if you are interested 
in joining us. 
 
Vicky Rutherford 

Mahjong 

The standing/chair Pilates class on 
Tuesday afternoon at West Horsley 
Village Hall is going well. Some of the 
original people have returned along with 
a few new people. As I mentioned 
before some of the U3A members have 
chosen to stay on Zoom.  

Margaret Newman 



For the U3A Walking Group 2022 began 
with our now traditional ramble around 
Bushy Park. Lead by Ann Cook this walk 
begins near the Diana Fountain, follows 
the pathway behind Hampton Court and 
along the full length of the Long Water 
(see photo), before joining the Thames 
towpath to Kingston and the back 
entrance into Bushy Park. Despite 
normally doing this walk in January, the 
weather has often been surprisingly kind 
to us and this year was no exception - a 
crisp sunny morning was enjoyed by 14 
walkers. 

By February unfortunately the bad 
weather had set in for our Puttenham 
walk, lead by David Lush. Postponed for a 
week due to the storms, it was still a grey 
drizzly day when just 6 walkers finally set 
forth from Puttenham, fully clad in 
waterproofs, and out along the tracks of 
the Pilgrims Way and North Downs Way. 
The café shop in Watts Gallery proved to 
be the undisputed highlight of this walk. 

Walking 

Happily, the sun had returned for our March 
walk around Albury, led by Kate Mutton and 
her husband. We were 13 walkers in total for 
this splendid exploration of the beautiful 
Albury downs.  Looking forward to the 
second quarter of 2022, the group is 
planning walks around Hankley Common, 
Abinger Roughs and Peaslake. 

Robert Taylor 

The Long Water behind Hampton Court 

Books 

Over the last six months we have thankfully managed to meet in person in members' houses 
or gardens nearly every month which enables longer discussions and avoids being cut off in 
mid sentence as the Zoom meeting ends!  The books we have read are:  "One Good Turn" by 
Kate Atkinson,  "Small Pleasures" by Clare Chambers, "The Olive Farm" by Carol Drinkwater, 
"The Thursday Murder Club" by Richard Osman, "Penguin Lessons" by Tom Michell and "The 
Dictionary of Lost Words" by Pip Williams. 

 
Sally Gilbert 



We are a group of 10-12 players who meet on 
Monday afternoons in East Horsley village hall 
for a relaxed game of bridge.  The standard of 
play is intermediate, our aim is hopefully to 
improve  our skills.  One of us made 7 spades 
with this hand, as his partner had 2 aces! 

No prior booking nor need for a partner is 
required to attend any session.  Subscriptions 
cover hall costs and are paid termly at about 
£15 per member.  New members welcome.  For 
further information contact me. 

 

Bridge Club 2 

  
Pickleball is flourishing with some new 
members, and we are all enjoying our 2 
hours on a Friday afternoon.  We also 
have a few people on a waiting list but, 
with only having one court, it is difficult 
to accept these members just 
yet.  Pickleball was written up in some 
newspapers a few weeks ago and the 
number of players in the UK is 
increasing and not necessarily the older 
people – not only older people – the young 

ones are all joining in now. 

Pam Campbell 

Pickleball 

There are 17 of us on our members’ list, 
and most play some of the time! 
 
The Canasta Group has been meeting on 
a regular basis during the past six 
months. We have had both afternoon and 
evening games during the winter months, 
both of which have been well attended. 
These are held in member’s homes with a 
break during the games for some 
socialising and refreshments. Both very 
important for making this a friendly 
group.  

Pip Davis 

Canasta 

Helen Bayes  



Our final walk for 2021 was to have visited the Trafalgar Square decorations in 
December walking from Waterloo, by way of the south and north banks of the 
Thames.  

This walk was cancelled because the wind and rain associated with storm Barra 
which was scheduled to sweep through the south-east on the same day, and 
discretion was felt to be the better part of valour. 

We held a very enjoyable annual lunch at The Drift golf club on the first Tuesday of 
January 2022 with a good turnout of group members,  

We discussed the programme for the year ahead and our strategy for returning to 
walk in more central areas of London. 

In February and March we held local walks and lunches to ease into the 2022 
programme and we expect to visit Lambeth and Vauxhall for our April walk.  A 
monthly schedule of walk leaders has been agreed for the remainder of the year. 

For some time before Spring 2020 we had regularly needed to hold ballots to reduce 
the number of applicants to join walks to practical levels for going on the walks.  

For this reason we were hesitant to add more names to the list of potential walkers. 
Currently it appears as though we may be able to accept a small number of 
additions to our membership list. 

Roy Proctor 

 

Explore London (Tuesday) Walks 

Group Leaders’ Reception 

On Friday May 13th 2022, a reception will be held at East Horsley Village Hall for all those 
who help to run our u3a.  The event is often referred to as the Group Leaders reception 
but includes those who help in other ways.  Canapes, finger foods, wines and soft drinks 
are to be available.  Partners are also welcomed.  It is the committee’s way of saying 
thank you to all those who commit their time and energy to making Horsley u3a such a 
success.  Because of Covid, it has not been possible to hold the event over the last 
couple of years but happily things are now returning to normal.   

The reception provides an opportunity for group leaders to share their experiences in 
running their meetings and events, and for committee members to learn more about 
group activities.  It is also gives the committee the chance of thanking those who willingly 
help with hospitality, our website and our publicity.  As ever any suggestions for 
improving the way we run our u3a are welcomed.  



Aboard the MS George Eliot—picture by Tim Sindall 

The Travel Club resumed meetings in November last year (2021) with Tim Sindall 
reporting diligently and animatedly on the recent Riviera ‘Medieval Germany’ River 
Cruise aboard the MS George Eliot. This cruise had been delayed for eighteen months 
because of COVID but went ahead in September 2021 with ten of our members taking 
part. They had a wonderful time and flushed with enthusiasm raced back to book 
another trip (on the Rhine) for September of this year—2022!  

This January we were pleased to welcome Dr Philip Marazzi with his popular wildlife 
photography. Then in March, Andy Los told us about his ‘Himalayan Adventure in 
Nepal’ (on a motorbike) and Dick Beddoe described ‘Sailing in the Baltic.’ Beautiful and 
interesting pictures accompanied these talks and I am glad to say that they were all 
well attended.  

For those of you who have not yet been to one of our Travel Club evenings, we always 
have a refreshment break - last time we also had a chance to socialize with genuine 
Irish shamrock-shaped shortbread to celebrate ‘St Patrick’s Day.’ (Try saying that 
quickly!)  

All Horsley U3A Members are invited and encouraged to attend. There is no separate 
membership list; we usually have a small entrance fee payable on the door. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 19 May at 7.45pm in the main EHVH, when Paul 
Whittle will talk about the ‘River Kwai Railway’ –the true story!  

Please look on the U3A Horsley website for details of our programme for the year.     

Jenny Peachey 

                                                                                                                                              

Travel Club 

 



The U3A Lovelace Book Group continue 
to meet. We have changed our meetings 
to second Tuesday of the month at 3pm 
and meet in each other’s homes in 
rotation. 
Unfortunately, we currently can’t 
accommodate any additional members. 

In the past months we have read a wide 
variety of books, including fiction, 
biographies and classics, Especially 
recommended is ‘Fall’ by John Peston, 
the biography of Robert Maxwell which is 
shortly to be made into a TV series. 
We’re looking forward to seeing it.  
Our group is very sociable and vocal and 
this can at times lead to lively 
discussions. 

Sue Smith 

Lovelace Books 

The Play Reading group continues to go from strength to strength, post Covid (is it post 
Covid?)  We have had 3 new members in last couple of months but we still have room for 
more.  Members do not need acting skills.   As a group we come together to enjoy, laugh 
about, experience and learn more about some of the great dramatic works from the 19th, 
20th and 21st centuries (possibly even earlier!) and their creators.   

Plays with small numbers of characters are usually chosen to enable everyone to share roles 
although sometimes women read men's parts and men read women's parts too!   

Our next play is Dancing At Lughnasa by Brian Friel (but without the Irish accents!)   Recent 
works include Separate Tables by Terrence Rattigan, Quatermaine's Terms by Simon Gray 
and Hedda Gabler by Henrik Ibsen.  Past playwrights (pre lockdown) we have read include 
William Douglas Hume, Michael Frayn, Harold Pinter and others.  We have a very exciting 
programme ahead.   If you would like to join us please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Michael Grinter  

Play Reading 

Crime Fiction 

The Crime Book Group has been meeting 
every month without fail, using Zoom until 
our face-to-face meetings resumed 
recently.  
We have continued with our 
reading of the first book of successful 
detective series and are approaching the 
point where we can safely plan the perfect 
murder - as a literary exercise, that is!  
 
We meet on the afternoon of the second 
Monday of the month at East Horsley Village 
Hall. 
 
New members are welcome 
 

Peter West 



Road Riders 

This photo is from last year's 80km 
celebration ride to mark Alan's 80th and 
John's 50th. 

The road riding group currently has 
about 12 active members who ride on 
Monday and Friday, usually between 30 
and 50 miles with occasional full day 
rides somewhat further.  
 
Up until the recently group has never had 
a formal leader.  We have been making 
up our arrangements as we go along.  
I actually live in Bookham but Horsley 
has a much better cycling group.  
We have one e-bike member and the 
plan is that if this becomes more than 3, 
the    e-bikers will ride as a separate 
group due to the issues around pacing. 
 
Throughout the worst of the pandemic, 
we managed to keep going using a 
"buddy" system but more recently have 
been back to group riding using 
"distancing" as appropriate. 
We take it in turns to lead each ride and 
the leader is responsible for creating the 
route which now tends to be in GPX 
format so that riders can download onto 
their bike computers. Typical rides in the 
last year have been to Rudgewick (Milk 
Churn), Chiddingfold,  Redhill Aerodrome: 
anywhere with a good coffee shop. 

One of our regular rides is to The Kingfisher
-on-the-Quay at Frimley Green, usually led 
by our much-missed tri-athlete 
buddy,  Peter Dillow. I know many of you 
attended his funeral and will remember his 
never-flagging enthusiasm.   
 
Tony Renfrey, one of our original members, 
also departed earlier this year to enjoy the 
superb cycling around Stratford on Avon.  
 
In March/April this year, some of the group  
went touring in Majorca. The photos show 
the top of the first Col in the rain.  

 
The weather was a bit better in the photo of 
the group at the monastery of Lluc high in 
the Sierra De Transmuntantana around 600 
metres up in the mountains. 

 
 

Alan Turner 
 



Our group of talented ladies continues to produce the most lovely knitted goods to be 
donated to charities at home and abroad.   

Lots of warm clothing has been produced for Knit For Peace who send items all around 
the globe wherever there is a need. 

We also have several members who are knitting monsters, glove puppets and finger 
puppets (see picture) for therapists to use when counselling traumatised children.  The 
children write their worries or draw pictures and put these into the deep pocket inside 
the monster’s mouth so he has eaten them up.  The charity, Knitfornowt, has a constant 
stream of requests for these animals, as well as using the glove puppets with a happy 
and sad face, one on each side, to let the children show their feelings. 

Our latest project is to knit colourful strips to sew together to make blankets for the 
charity Blankets Without Borders.  This is a local charity based in East Horsley Village 
where they collect knitted blankets to send to the homeless and needy, wherever they 
may be. 

Our knitters range from complete beginners to extremely experienced and every month 
we meet to chat, knit and eat cake in members’ homes.  Please do join us, no matter 
what your knitting ability is.  I would mention that we also crochet.  

Please contact me if you would like to join. 

Margaret Grinter 

Knitting for Charity 



Following the various lockdowns, Scottish 
Dancing re-started with renewed interest.  

We had an increase in the number of beginners 
and plenty of enthusiasm.  

Consequently, there was a need to refresh 
everyone's knowledge of basic steps and 
formations. These were learnt quickly and we all 
realised the benefits of Scottish Dancing. It is a 
combination of brain and body workouts, but 

even knowing 'rights and lefts' was a problem for some.   

Several of the keenest members went to a quite demanding Day School in Farnham, 
which has generated even more enthusiasm.  

So, the group is thriving and will welcome newcomers when we restart again in 
September. 

Celia Chapman 

Scottish Dancing 

Since saying goodbye to Tony Renfrey 
last June when he and Cathy left 
Effingham for a new life in Stratford we 
have been ably led by David Snow 
whose musical expertise has enabled us 
to continue playing a range of songs and 
singing along with our usual enthusiasm.  
We have been able to meet together in a 
member’s house every second and 
fourth Mondays and we are currently 
putting together a programme to take to 
Connect when we will play and sing 
along with them at their Jubilee 
celebrations in May. 

We are still having to restrict our 
numbers but should you be interested in 
joining us when we are able to increase 
the group size please get in touch. 

 
Pat Bleasby 

Ukulele  

 
The Climbing Group was unable to 
meet during lockdown but is planning 
to meet again, from August onwards. 
We meet at White Spider, Tolworth 
(just off the A3) from 10.15 on the third 
Thursday of the month. We are a small 
group with varying abilities and we 
welcome experienced climbers and 
those looking for a new sport to try - it 
is much warmer in Winter. The venue 
we use is fully compliant with the 
required regulations. If interested, 
please contact me. 

Peter West 

Climbing 



Since starting up again last summer after the Covid break, the group continues to flourish with 
most members returning to our monthly meetings.   Most of us have been members since the 
start of the group in 2008 and numbers have remained fairly static over the years.   In March 
we welcomed a new member, bringing our number to 12, the maximum we can accommodate 
in view of the need to spread out over several Scrabble boards in members’ homes. 
 

Susan Lea 

I must admit that I fell into this position 
almost without realising it. Any of you who 
know the inimitable Jen Powell will 
understand.  Before I fully understood that 
she was standing down from the position, I 
found myself in possession of a smart blue 
folder, was assured that everything I 
needed was in there and that I was okay 
until September.  I was numb with panic. 
 

The reality of the job was much better than 
I had anticipated.  Lists of all sorts of 
wonderful and talented people were on 
offer.  Where to start and how to guess 
what would be suitable was more of an 
issue. Fortunately, I had inherited lists of 
suggested speakers going back to 2016.  
Better still, some people had actually 
written their assessment of some speakers, 
so I played it safe and went only for those 
marked “excellent”. 
 

All was going swimmingly until our friend 
Covid came to visit and stayed a lot longer 
than any of us had thought even in our 
wildest dreams.  Initially, things were very, 
very easy.  This cancelled January speaker 
would become next year’s January speaker 
and so on and so forth, but after a little 
while, we all became rather depressed that 
life had become so quiet. Then Zoom 
arrived on the scene.  What a joy to be able 
to hear and see a speaker while in the 
safety of our homes. 

Monthly Meeting Organisation 
With a little wizardry from Tony Heaney, 
Margaret Grinter, Mark Blowers, David 
Hewson the tech team, we managed 
beautifully until we had the opportunity to 
have face to face meetings again.   
Some were naturally very nervous about 
returning to normal meetings. Again, our 
wonderful tech team came to the rescue 
and with great patience and  care, we 
arrived at a “hybrid” situation.  This meant 
that some people were able to view from 
home while the braver or more resilient 
members returned to the East Horsley 
Village Hall. Finally, there was the chance 
to enjoy the society of others and meet 
old friends, while the more vulnerable 
remained safe in their own homes but 
could be a part of our monthly meetings. 
 

There was a little early confusion among 
would-be speakers.  Some had become so 
used to Zoom that they didn’t want to 
travel.  Others didn’t like Zoom at all, yet 
others were highly sceptical about the 
hybrid system.  Hopefully, things have now 
settled down and Alan will have a more 
“normal” situation for selecting speakers. I 
wish him well.  It is a very interesting, 
sometimes challenging but  always 
enjoyable contribution to U3A activities.  
 

 
Mel Beynon  

Scrabble Group 1 



Transport & Industrial Archaeology 

A return to meeting at West Horsley Methodist Church has been planned for most of 
2022, pending, of course, a Covid flare-up which would force a return to Zoom. Meetings 
are held on the second Wednesday of each month with the doors being opened at 
9.30am for members to meet and chat with a coffee. Our talks start at 10am. 

A wide range of topics, not all strictly Transport or Industrial Archaeology, feature in each 
year’s programme of talks, the majority being given by members. Our meetings are open 
to Fetcham Industrial History Group members to attend and vice-versa. This 
collaboration has been very successful during the pandemic period with the use of Zoom. 

The Group welcomed 4 new members during Autumn 2021. In September Tony Elliott 
shared with us his long-standing interest in the ‘The Denver & Rio Grande Railway’. In 
October we enjoyed the second part of David Lush’s world cruise from ‘Pitcairn Island to 
Singapore’ and then in November John Franklin, who has a long held interest in Indian 
Railways, gave the first of two talks on ‘Indian and Khyber Pass Railways’. The Methodist 
Church’s large 60” screen was much appreciated for viewing these illustrated talks. 

December’s Zoom meeting was a fascinating video on the Port of London and its 
numerous docks through the 1950’s to its eventual decline in the late ‘70’s. Fourteen 
members enjoyed Christmas Lunch at the King Billy in West Horsley. 

Mark Blowers gave an extremely interesting talk on ‘The History of Air’ in January and the 
following month, we ‘travelled’ to Scotland, with Ken Macintyre taking us through the 
history and some of his personal memories of the ‘Callander & Oban Rail line’. In March, 
Peter Bennett-Davies looked at ‘The Welsh Slate Industry’, with particular focus on 
Dinorwic Quarry in North Wales. 

Looking ahead, May’s guest speaker, Derek Barker, will talk on Zoom about ‘Coal and Iron 
Smelting’’ and in June, Tony Samson will reveal more about a rail journey we have all 
undertaken many times in his ‘Guildford to London via Cobham’ talk at the Methodist 
Church. 

All U3A Horsley members are welcome to our talks.  

Programme details are on U3A Horsley website under Groups – Transport 

 

Peter Bennett-Davies 



From the Groups Support co-ordinator 

Now we are heading towards a more normal life most groups have started meetings face to 
face rather than on Zoom.  Thank you to all the group leaders and members who have put so 
much work into keeping things going and/or starting up again as soon as it was practical to do 
so.   
 

Some groups have closed or are in abeyance either due to lack of leader or other reasons: 
 

Antiques and Collectibles: no leader 
Outdoor Bowls: Horsley Bowls Club has shut down 
Poetry Reading: no leader 
Pickleball (Thursday): not enough demand 

 

Theatre Outings needed a new leader and Jill Davis has taken this up.  The first outing to 
Sonning is sold out and she has great plans for more. 
 

The welfare of groups depends on the enthusiasm of those that contribute to the meetings 
and organise the activities of the group. When these elements fade the group may close down, 
and it is sometimes sad that this happens.  
 

Thanks are due to all those who have contributed and enjoyed their existence during their 
heyday. We look forward to the emergence of new groups that cater for either new or 
renewed interest in subjects in due course. 

Wendy Sampson 

We are a group of ten ladies who meet 
fortnightly and enjoy playing a good 
game of Scrabble followed with 
refreshments and a social chat. 
 
Scrabble is a stimulating game and 
there are new words to learn and 
remember at every session.   
 
We continue to meet on Thursdays 
twice a month at each other’s houses 
and really enjoy the company and fun 
of the game. 
 

 
 
 

Angela Watney 

Scrabble Bridge (Thursday) 

The Thursday U3A Bridge Club is up and 
running again after a slow start due to the 
apprehension about Covid. However, we 
are now enjoying twice monthly meetings 
on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month, 
from 4.30pm to 6.30pm, when we play 
very friendly, relaxed Bridge, with players 
of all abilities. No partner needed.  

We would really welcome new members, 
please contact me if you would like to 
have a taster session and hopefully join us. 

Sue Jewell 



Theatre Outings 

Going out on theatre trips has always been a popular pastime for members of Horsley 
u3a. 

Having just taken up the job of organising these trips I am pleased that your 
enthusiasm is still as strong as ever. 

Tickets to see a matinee performance of ‘Busman’s Honeymoon’ at The Mill at Sonning 
on Thursday 16th June are already oversubscribed. Brian Blessed is once again 
directing a play. Not Agatha Christie this time, but her equal in crime novelists – 
Dorothy L Sayers together with Muriel St Clare Byrne. 

Later in the year we are due to attend two productions celebrating the 60th 
Anniversary year of the Chichester Festival Theatre. Firstly, on Thursday 21st July, 
‘Crazy for You’, a hilarious, riotous musical packed with glorious Gershwin melodies. 
This again will be a matinee performance. 

On Wednesday, 5th October we are due to see ‘Woman in Mind’ by Alan Ayckbourn. It 
is a dazzling black comedy which takes the theatregoer on a dizzying journey through 
the looking glass into a woman’s mind. 

Prices are very reasonable, including transport to the theatre and back. Invitations to 
join these outings are issued to all Horsley u3a by members by emails. 

Jill Davis  

The Wine Appreciation Group resumed their monthly wine tasting meetings in 
September 2021, moving from the Lovelace Room to the Main Hall. Numbers attending 
have been lower than before the pandemic although we had a good turnout for our 
Christmas party in December. 

The January meeting was cancelled because numbers were severely reduced by 
Omicron but in February we resumed our monthly meetings on the second Thursday of 
each month.  

We will be trying the Millenium Room in April to see whether members prefer a more 
intimate venue than the open spaces of the Main Hall while enjoying better spacing than 
in the Lovelace Room.  

We will be having a garden party in June and are planning in October to have a trip to 
France for a tutored wine tasting lunch.  

New members would be very welcome.                                                         Tony Thompson  

Wine Appreciation 



Curling 

Open Minds 

Open Minds continues to meet on the 4th Thursday afternoon in the month. 
 
There has been plenty to talk about!   One topical subject we discussed was entitled 
"Is it a boy or a girl?" when we tried to understand some of the considerations 
surrounding trans gender issues. 
 
One of our members introduced the meeting using as an example the book 
‘Conundrum’ written by Jan Morris, the well known travel writer. The meeting was 
empathetic to the problems that arise for both the individual and their family and 
touched on the legal implications.  
 
Other subjects we have discussed include "Is Freedom a Myth?" and "Experiences 
which have Changed your Life" at which one member spoke movingly about her 
memories as a young child living in a Japanese prison camp on the Isle of Java when 
her father was forced to labour on the infamous Bridge over the River Kwai. 
 
However, it's not all serious and we always have time to laugh together, and although 
we may disagree, we have always managed to respect one another’s opinions and 
retain a relaxed atmosphere.  
 
We meet in member's homes, with the number of those attending being dependent 
how many the host is prepared to accommodate. 
 

Mandy Newman 

At Home Wine 

We are a relaxed and informal small group (10-12), meeting in members’ homes, to drink 
and talk about interesting wines.  

We met for the last three months of 2021 but cancelled the January meeting because of 
heightened Covid risk at the time.  

For February and March this year our topics have been Wines of Southern Italy and Wines 
of Northern Italy. 

Our theme for April is The wines of Aldi (!) These have a reputation for good 
quality and affordability which we will put to the taste-test. 

We will be very happy to welcome new members who would like to join us 
so do not hesitate to contact me if you are interested.  

Stewart Smith 



The Photography group has now dispensed 
with meetings via Zoom and returned to the 
Conisbee Room in the East Horsley Village Hall.  
Over recent months members have given 
presentations on varying subjects from ‘The 
World of Mineral Collecting’, and the ‘Road to 
Acquiring the Fellowship Royal Photographic 
Society’, an award that demands the highest 
level of technical ability and artistic vision.   

David Wilson gave us an insight into the 
demands of Night Photography, stressing the 

need to ensure that the sensor receives enough light to generate a satisfactory image.  
Crucial criteria include setting the aperture as wide as possible, choosing as slow a speed 
as possible, selecting appropriate settings of ISO and white balance, and ensuring that 
when using automatic or manual focussing the image is as sharp as possible.  After 
questions, such a talk is invariably followed a cup of tea or coffee.   

Each month, members are invited to submit for comment photos they have taken on a 
particular theme.  During the last six months or so themes have included Frost, Abstract, 
Red, Collage, and Glass.  The best of these can be seen on the Horsley u3a website.   

And finally, as part of a series of outside visits, in May, the group is planning a photoshoot 
at Hatchlands Park, Clandon.  If you would like to join us for this and any other meetings 
please do not hesitate to contact any of our committee members. 

 
Fred Hutchinson 
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Photography 

Contact details for each group have not been included in this Newsletter. Anyone wishing 
to join or know more about any of our groups should refer to the recently published 
Directory or the appropriate group web page.  

Do not hesitate to contact our webmaster Mark Blowers if you have any comments to 
make about our website. 

Group Contacts 


